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ILTON has fkewn a wonderful Art in de‘cri- 
bing that variety of Paffions which arife in our 
firft Parents upon the breach af the Command- 
ment that had been given them. We fee them 
jully palling from the triumph of their Guilt thro’ 
@ixcric, Shame, Defpair, Contrition, Prayer, and Hope, to 
: badlerfect and compleat Repentance. At the end of the'Tenth 
k they are reprefented as proftrating themfelvcs upon 
Ground, and watering the Earth with their Tears: ‘To 
ich the Poet joins this beautiful Circumftance, that they 
dup their Penitential Prayers on the very place where 
it Judge appeared to them when he pronounced their 
tence. 
- —-——They ‘forthwith to the place ; 
Repairirg where he judg’d them, proftrate fell 
Before im reverent, and botio confe/s'd 
Humbly their faults, and pardon beg.', with tears 
Warring the Growad —— ---—- é 
4 Asthe Author never fails to give a Poetical turn to his 
iments, he defcribes in the beginning of this Bock the 
eeptance which thefe their Prayers met with, in 2 fhort 
ory form’d upcn that bea.ititul Paflage in Holy Writ, 
bd another Angel came and flood at the Altar, having agolden 
; and there was given unto him much inccnfe, that he 
ofer it with the prayers of all Saints upon the Golden Altar, 
ich was before the throne: And the {moak of the incenfe whish 
with the Prayers of the Saints, afcended up before God. 
————To Heav'n their prayers 
Flew’ up, nor mifs'd the way, by envious winds 
Blown vagabond or finftrate: in they pafs'd 
Dimentio,le{s through Heav'nly doors, then clad 
With incenfe, where the Golden Altar fumed, 
By their great interceffor, came in fig 
— the Father's throne ———— 
We have the fame Thought expreffed a fecond timein the 
erceffion of the Meffiah, which is conceived in very Emi- 
tick Sentiments and Expreffions, 
#@ Among the Poetical parts of Scripture which Milton has fo 
Mbeely wrought inte this part of his Narration, I muftnot omit 
#tst wherein Ezekiel {peaking of the Angels who appeared 
“Bhim ina Vifion, adds that every one had four faces, and 
ut their whole bodies, and their backs, and their hands, and 
wings were full of eyes round about 
————The Cohort ‘bright 
Ofeatchful Cherubim ; foo faces excl 
* Haid, like a double Janus, all their foape 
Spangled with eyes —-—— 
‘The aflembling of all the Angels of Heaven to hear the 
Solemn Decree paffed upon Man is reprefented in very lively I- 
dea. The Almighty is here deferib'd as remembring Mercy 
in the midft of Judgment, and commanding Michael to de- 
liver his Meffage in the mildeft terms, leaft theSpiritof Man, 
which was already brokea with the Sen{e of his Guilt and 
Mifery, fhould fail before him. 
—— Yet leaft they faint 
At the fad Seiteisce rigoroufly urz'd, 
Yor I behold them foftned and with tears 
Bewailing their exce/s, all tervor ride. 
The Conference of Adam and Eve is full of moving Sen- 
tments. Ufon their going Abroad after the melancholy 
a which they had pafled together, they difcover the Lion 
am wi the Eagle purfuing each of them their Prey towards the 
liftern Gates of Paradife. ‘There is a double Beauty in this 
-Incdent, not only as it prefents great and juft Omens 
are always agreeable in Poetry; but as it exprefles 
N@m ttt Enmity which was now produced in the Animal 
. 4m (ration. The Poet, to thew the like changes in Na- 
NM we, as well as to. grace his Fable with a notle Prodigy, 
Rprelcnts the Sun in an Eclipfe. This particular Incident 
HEA bslikewife a fine effect upon the Imagination of the Rea- 
in regard to what follows: For, at the fame time that 
theSun is under an Eclipfe, a bright Cloud defcends in the 
Welern quarter of ‘the Heavens, tilled withan Hoft of An- 
', and more luminous than the Sun it felf. The whole 
of Nature is darkned, that this glorious Machine 
"aj sprear in all its luftre and magnificence. 
i — Why in the Eaft 
Darkre/s eve day's mid-courfe, and morning light 














































Mere orient in that Weflern cloud that draws 
O’er the blue firmament @ radiant white, 
And flow defcends, with fomething heav'ily fraught? 
He ered not, for by thas the Heav’nly baads 
Dorn from a Sky of Fafper lighted now 
I: Paradije, ant on a Hill made hale, 
A glovious apparition ——-—— a 

Teed not obterve how properly this Author, who al« 
ways iuits his Parts to the Actors whom he introduces, 
has employed Michael in the Expulfion of our firft Parents 
from Parad:/2. The Arch-angel on this occafion peither 
appears in his proper Shape, norin that familiar manner with 
which Raphdel the fociable Spirit entertained the Father of 
Mankind before the Fall. His Perfon, his Port and Behavi- 
our are fuitable to a Spirit of the higheft Rank, and cxqui- 
fitely defcrib’d in the following Paflage. 

——— Ta’ Archangel foon drew nigh 

Not in his fhape Celeftial, but as man 

Clad to meet man; over his lucid arms 

A military veft of purple flow'd 

Livelier than Mc\ibewan, or the grain 

Of Sarra, worn by Kings aad Heroes old 

In tine of truce; Iris had dipt the Woof; 
His flarry helm, unbuckled, shew'd him prima 
In Manhood where Youth ended; by his fide 
As in a glifiving Zodiack hung the Sword, 
Satan’s dire dread, and in his band the Spear. 
Adam ow'd low, soe kingly from his flate 
Inclined not, éxt his coming thus declared. 

Eve’s Complaint upon hearing that fhe was to be res 
moved frem the Gardea of Paradi’ is wonderfully beau- 
tiful. The Sentiments are not only proper to the Subject; 
but have fomething in them particularly {oft and womanifh. 

Mnft Ithen leave thee, Paradife? thus leave 
Thee, native Soil, thefe happy walks and fhades, 
Fit hart of Gods? Where I had hope to /pend 
Quiet though fad the refpit of that da 

That neuft be mortal to us both. O flow’rs 

That never will in other.Climate grow, 

My early vifitation, and my la 

At Even, which I bred up with tender hand 
From the firft opening bud, and gave younames, 
Who now fhall rear you to the Sun, or rank 

Your tribes, and water from th’ ambrofial fount? 
Thee laftly, Nuptial bowre, by me adorn'd 

With what to fight or (mel was froect ; from thee 
How fhall I part, and whither wander down 

Into a lower world, to this obfcure 

And wild, how fhall we breath in other air 

Lefs pure, accuftom'd to immortal fruits? 

Adam's Speech abounds with Thoughts which areequally 
moving, but of a more Mafculine and elevated Turn. No- 
thing can be conceived more Sublime and Poetical, than the 
following Paflage in it. 

This moft affliéts me, that departing hence 

As from his face 1 fhalt be hid, deprived 

His bleffed Countigance; here I could frequent, 

With worfhip, place by place where he vouchfafed 

Prefence divine, and to my Sons relate; 

On this mount he appear’d, under this tree 

Stood vifible, ameng thefe Pines his woice 

I heard, here with him at tlris fountain talk'd: 

So many grateful Altars I would rear 

Of graffie turf, and pile up every Stone 

Of luftre from the brook, in memory, 

Or monument to ages, and thereon 

Offer feet felling Gums and fruits and flowers: 

In yonder nether world where fhall I (eek 

His bright appearances, or footfteps trace? 

For though I fled him angry, yet recall'd 

To life prolong’d and promifed race, I now 

—— behold though but his utimoft Skirts ~ 

T = a mt ~ far off Steps adore, 
ngel afterwards leads 4dam ioheh A 

of Paradife, and lays before him it Hicriptere, 
as a proper Stage for thofe Vifions which were to be 
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defcend from. him, but tho’ that Epitde is jultly admired as 
one of the goblet Defigns in the whole Ausi./, every one 
mutt allow that this of Milton is of a much higher Nature. 
Adam's Vifion is not confined to any particular Tribe of 
Mankind, but extends to the whole Species. : 

In this great Review, which Adam takes of all his Sons 
and Daughters, the firft Objects he is prefented with exhibit to 
him theStory.of Cain, and Abel, which is drawn together with, 
much Clofenefs and Propriety of Expreflion. That Curjofity 
and natural Horror which arifes in Adam at the Sight of 
the firft dying Man is touched with great beauty. 

But have I now feen death, is this the way 
I muft return to native duft? O Sight 

Of terrour foul and usly to behold, 

Horrid to think, how horrible to = § 

The fecond Vifion fers béiore him the Image of Death 
in a great Variety of Appearances, The Angel, to givehim 
a General Idea of thofe Effects, which his Guilt had brought 
upon his Pofterity, places before him a large Hofpital, or 
Lazar-Houfe, fill’d with Perfons lying under all kinds of Mor- 
tal Difeafes. How finely has the Poet told us that the fick 
Perfons languifhed under Lingring andIncurable Diftempers 
by an apt and Judicious ufc of ich Imaginary Beings, as 
thofe I mentioned in my laft Sazurday’s Paper. 

Dire was the toffing, deep the Groans, Delpair 
Teaged the Sick, bufie from Couch to Couch; 
And over them triumphant Death his dart 
Shook, bist delay'd to firike, though oft weoked 
With vows as their chief good aid final hope. 

The Patlion which likewife rifts in Adam on this Occa- 
fion is very natural. 

Sight fo deform what Heart of rock could long 
Dry-eyed behol.l? Adin cosld wot, but wep: 
Tho’ not of Voman Lan; Cempaffion quell’d 
His bef of Man, and gave bint «p to tears. 

The Difcourfe between tue Angel avd stdam which fol- 
lows, abounds with noble Morals. 

As there is nothing more delightful in Poctry, than a 
Contraft and Oppofition of Incisents, the Author, after 
this melancholy Profpeét of Dea. and Sicineis, raiies up a 
Scene of Mirth, Love and Joliity. The ivcret Pleafure that 
fteals into Adam's Heart, as he is.inteat upon this Viiion, is 
imagined with great Delicacy. 1 mufi nctomitthe Defcrip- 
tion of the loofe Female troupe, who feduced the Sons of 
God’ as they are call’d in Scripture. ; 

-For that fair fenale troupe thou faw/fi that feem'd 
Of Goddeffes, fo Blithe, fo Smooth, fo Gay, 

Yet empty of all good wherein conjifts 

Womans domeftick honour and chief praife 

Bred only and compleated to tie tafte 

Of li/iful appetence, to fing, to dance, 

To drefs, and trosle the tongue, and roul the Eye. 
To thefe that fober race of Men, whofe lives 
Religions tiled them the Sqzs of God, 

Shall yi2!d z:p all their vertue, all their fame 
Ignobly, to te erains and to the finiles 

Of thefe fair dtveits ——_—~—— ' 

The nex: Vilion is of a quite contrary Nature, and filled 
with the Horreurs cf War. Adam,at the fight of it, melts 
into Tears, and breaks outia that paffionate Speech; 

aa O what are thefe 

Deaths winiters not Men, who thus deal death 
Likuinwily io Mca, and multiply 

‘Tea thoufaid fold the Sin of him who flew 

His Brother: for of whoin fuch Maffacre 
Make they but of their Breth’ren, men of men? 

Aiiltex, to kecp up an agreeable varicty in his Vifioas, af- 
ter having raifed in the Mind of his Reader the feveral Ideas 
of Terror which ave contcrmable to the Defcription of 
War, pafits on to thofé fottcr Images of Triumphs and Fe- 
Hivals, in that Vilion of Lewdnefs and Luxury,. which 
uihers in the Flood. 

As it is vilible, that the Poet had his Eye upon Ovid’s ac- 
count of the univerfal Deluge, the Reader may obferve with 
how much Judgment he has avoided every thing that is ree 
cundant er puerile in the Latin Poet. We do not here 
{ee the Wolf {wwimming among the Sheep, nor any of thofe 
wonton Imaginations which Seneca has found fault.with, as 
unbecoming this great Cataftrophe of Nature. If our Poet 
has imitated thet .Verie in which Ovsd tells us, that there 
was nothing but Sea, and that this Sea had no Shoar to it, 

he has .not fet the Thought in fuch a light as to incur the 
Cenfure which Criticks have paffed upon it. The latter part 
of that Verfe in Ovid is idle gad fuperfluous; but juft and 
beautiful in Milton, 2 

Famaque ware cp tellus nulls difcrimen habebant, 

Nil nifi pontus erat deerant quoque littora ponto, 
— Sea cover'd Sea, 

Sea without Soar Milton. 


_ of the Deluge, to the Concern it occafioned in Adzin, ise 


Ovid. 


aed 


~ In Milton the former part of the Defcription die ag 
foreftall the latter: How much more great andfgeng 
this occafio:t is thgt which follows in our Eglo 

———— And in their palaces, ae, 

Where lnxniry late reign'd, Sed Monfters whel'd 

And Stattd——— | 
than that in Opid, where we aré told, that thegergy 
lay in spas places where the Goats were ufed to brow,) 
The Reader may fir feveral other. Paralle} Pale 
in the Latin and Englifh Défctiption of the Del, 
wherein our Poet has vitibly the Advantage. The Sky's be 
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over-charged with Clouds, the defcending of the Rains n 


rifing of the Seas, and the appearance of the Rainbow. g 
fach Defcriptiona as every one mutt take notice of. ‘7; 
Circu nftance relating to Paradife is fo finely imagined x 
faitable to the Opinions of many leaftied Authors; te 
cannot forbear giving it a place in this Paper, 

——— Then fhall this mount 

Of Paradife by might of Waves be mov'd 

Out of his place, pufh'd 4 the horned flood, 

With all his verdure fpoild, and trees a drift 

Down the great river to the op’ning Gulf, 

And there take root an Ifland falt and bare, 

The haunt of Seals and Ores, and Sea- Mews clang: 

The Tranfition which the Poet makes from the Vifg 


quilitely graceful, and copied after Virgil, tho’ the § 
Thought it introduces is rather in the SpiritofOwd, 
How didft thou grieve, then Adam, to behold 
The end of all thy Ojf-fpring, end fo fad, 
Depopulation; thee aixcther floud, 
Of tears and forrow, a floud thee al drown'd, 
And [unk thee as thy Sons : "till gently vear’a 
Ey sh’ Angel. on thy fret thou floodft at laft, 
Though comfortles, as when a father mourns 
His Children, ail 03 view deftroy’d at once, 

I have been the more articular in my Quotations ow 
the Eleveath Book of Paradife Loft, becaufe it is not 94 
rally reckoned among the moft fhining Books of 
Poem. For which reafon, the Reader might be apt toc 
look thofe many Paflages in it, which deferve our Adnii 
tion. The Eleventh and Twelfth are indeed duilt 
that fingle Circemftance of the Removal of our ‘fri 
rents from Paradife, but tho’ this is not in it {elf fo grea 
Subjeé& as that in moft of the foregoing Books, it is exten 
ed and diverfified with fo many farprizing Incidents 2 
pleating Epifodes, that thefe two laft Books can by 1 
means be looked upon as unequal Parts of this divinePo 
I muft further add, that had not Milton reprefented our § 
Parents as driven out of Paradife, his Fall of Man would n 
have been compleat, and confequeutly his A€tion would 
been imperfect. 


ADVERTISEMENTS. 


At the Defire of feveral Perfons of Qual 


By Her Majefty’s Company of Comedian 


T the Theatre Royal in Drury-Lane, this prefe 
Ssturday, the 26th Day of April, ot be prefenred a Con 
cal.’d Rule a Wife andhsvea Wife. ‘To which will 'e added a Fare 
one A& only, ca'l’d cue Conntry-Wake. By her Majefly’sComm 
no Peifone aze co bc admitied behind the Scenes. 


At the Detive of feveral Ladies of Quality, for th 
Benefit of Mrs. Porter, who is un her Recove 
from a fevere Fever. 

‘A T the Theatre Royalton Monday next, the 2%t 


of April; wili be ‘prefented a Comedy, called) The Ams 
Widew, or The Wanton Wife. . 


At the Queen’s Theatre inthe Hay-Market, ti 
prcfen: Ssiurday bei: g the 26th Dey of April, will be pref 
an Opera call’d Hycafpes, For the Benetir cf Sigror Benedeti 8 
daffari, The Doxes 8s, Pic ss. Fist Gallery 25, 6d, Upper Gall 
186d, Boxes upon the Stige Half a Guineay To begin exactly 
at fix, By her Majelly’s Comm:nd no Perfons are to be admit 
behind te Scenes, 

ge To be Lett, in Exeter Exchangs in the Strand 
avery lurge and Commcdious Warehoufe, prop r for a publick'( 
fice, Wholcfa'e Dealer or Merchant; As aify feveral Shops ia ! 
Ounr Walk fc for any Genteei Trade whafoever. The Renu tf 
the Situation piealan:, snd ina good Neiehb mrhond, Irqaied 
R. and J. Smith, in the faid Exchange, and you may hate 
Suisfaion, 

To be Sold by Auction, on Wednefday the 30th4 
this Inflane April, at tr 2 (lock, in an Apartment in the Thi 
Houfe: Tavern in Sr. J mes-fireethy Se, Janyes's heute, the Holt 
Goods, and a five Coli Bion at Or giral P Auras, by very grest 
ae of aGenzleman who hah lacciy Lote off Houfekeeping ?% 

ich Genoa Dama‘is iets; o->er Beds and Reddirg, fine Inda 6 
nett, @ Six-leaf Indie Seren, fine Tapefiry Hargings and Ct 
Rich eafy Chairs and ceiver Chairs, fie Chica, and fome Kid 
Gonds, To be feen th’s Diy. Monday and Tuellay bferz, and! 
P.Guris to be fold the rexe Day atrer rhe Goods, being Tuul 
ghe aft of May. Catalegu s tobe hd at the ioule 
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